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NORTH  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Sanitary  Inspector  for  1951 


Chairman  :  Mr.  W.  E.  Young,  Branston. 
Vice-Chairman  :  Mr.  G.  W.  Hutson,  North  Hykeham,  Lincoln. 
Treasurer  :  NATIONAL  PROVINCIAL  Bank  L.IMITED,  Lincoln. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  Dr.  W  Sharrard,  The  Avenue,  Lincoln. 
C!erk  &  Chief  Financial  Officer  :  Mr.  F.  Foster, 

Deputy  Financial  Officer  :  Mr.  T.  L.  Hill. 

Deputy  Clerk:  Mr.  William  Epton  (Legal  Adviser)  Solicitor,  Lincoln. 


Rating  and  Valuation  Officer  &  Housing 
Tenancy  Manager.  Mr.  A.  ElkINGTON, 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  ; 

Mr.  J.  Chadwick, 

Deputy  Surveyor  :  (Sept.  1951)  Mr.  J.  Freeman 
Assistant  Surveyor  &  Sanitary  Inspector  : 
(Resigned  July,  1951)  Mr.  J.  K.  M.  Willis 


Council  Offices  : 

31  Clasketgate,  Lincoln, 

Telephone  No.  8617. 
Surveyors  —  10095 
Pumping  Station,  Waneham  Bridge, 
Metheringham. 

Telephone  No.  230. 


The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  act  as  ex-officio  members  of  all  Committees  and 
Sub-Committees  of  the  Council  (except  the  Rabng  Committee). 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen. 

As  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my 
report  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  your  District  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1931. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (acres)  • .  . 
Population  1930 

1951 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1921 


99 

95 


59  59 

99  99 


1950 

1951 


Temporary  Dwellings 
Caravans 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers, 


95  95  99  99 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  1951)  ... 
Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


102,178 
28,670 
31,330 
3,825 
6,850 
6,930 
261 
73 

1921  ...  4,301 

1931  ...  4,931 

£100,889  (+  1,240) 
£439  (+  15) 


The  usual  agricultural  pursuits  were  carried  on  in  the  District,  as 
also  Crop  drying,  Flax  manufacture  and  Pest  Control,  and  a  large 
Malleable  Iron  Works  at  North  Hykeham  ;  the  two  latter  have  markedly 
enlarged  in  recent  times,  arid  are  still  expanding. 
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VITAL 

STATISTICS 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  484 

246 

238 

Birth  Rate  15*45 

(15*97) 

Illegitimate  19 

9 

10 

Still  Births — Legitimate  3 

2 

3 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

Illegitimate  0 

0 

0 

Total  Births  1 0*2 

(15*05) 

Deaths  ...  ...  313 

182 

131 

Death  Rate  9*99(10*5) 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  1  from  sepsis  0 

of,  childbirth  ...  ...  ...  •••  from  other  causes  0 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  : — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

7 

5 

2 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

15 

10 

5 

Legitimate 

9 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1 ,000  births— 

-Total  29*8  (52*4) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

. 

•  .  . 

0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

.  .  . 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

. 

• .  . 

0 

Pneumonia  was  accountable  for  4*8%  of  the  deaths.  Cancer 

1 1  '5% 

Heart  Disease  34*5%.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory,  1  '9%. 
Influenza  2*6%. 

Infantile  mortality  is  almost  the  same  as  that  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  better  than  that  of  the  126  Great  Towns. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  of  the  HEALTH  SERVICES  in  the  AREA 

These  are  substantially  the  same  as  in  the  year  previous.  Integra¬ 
tion  of  the  service  continues  strongly  but  surely. 

Beds  still  are  scarce,  however  and  the  demand  for  same  clamant. 

The  elderly  sick  and  the  not-so-sick  are  urgent  problems  which 
will  get  worse,  not  better. 

The  ambulance  service  is  both  efficient  and  well  used,  but  very 
economical  use  must  be  maintained. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Salvage — The  following  has  been  collected  and  disposed  of  by  the 
Council  during  the  year  under  the  control  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

TONS  CWTS.  QRS. 

Iron  and  other  Metal  2  3  0 

Total  Value,  £7  9s.  7d. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 

414 

Horses  inspected  ... 

384 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

34 

Drains  Tested 

173 

Housing  Inspection 

97 

Knackers  Yard 

5 

Refuse  Tips 

23 

Rodent  Control 

4 

Temporary  Structures 

20 

Inspections  on  Complaint 

126 

Inspections  re  Nuisances 

46 

Other  Inspections  under  Public  Health  Act  ... 

200 

Inspections  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

70 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

2 

Milk  Samples 

2 

Infectious  Diseases 

61 

Housing  Disinfected 

10 

Water  Samples  taken 

61 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

1 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

62 

Sewer  Dykes 

34 

Visits  re  Water  Supplies 

287 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  re  Repairs  ... 

895 

Sewage  Works 

139 

Houses  in  Course  of  Erection  ... 

799 

Scavenging 

74 

Rural  Housing  Survey  (Houses  Inspected)  ••• 

0 

Civil  Building  Control  ... 

50 

Visits  to  Housing  Sites  ... 

644 

Factories  Inspected 

10 

Petroleum  Acts 

. . . 

1 

BYELAWS-FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

The  existance  of  these  byelaws  has  assisted  in  ensuring  the  hyg 

emc 

handling  of  food  but  no  contravention  was  found  which 
to  be  served. 

required  a  notice 

Food  Condemned 

TONS  CWTS. 

QRS. 

LBS. 

OZS. 

Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  • 

— 

22 

0 

Horseflesh  ...  •••  ...  •••  1  5 

1 

0 

0 

Horseflesh  Offals  ...  •••  •••  —  3 

3 

1 

0 

Tinned  Pears  •••  •••  ...  •••  —  — 

— 

3 

0 

Tinned  Luncheon  Meat  •••  •••  —  — 

— 

14 

2 

Tinned  Ham  •••  •••  •••  •••  —  — 

2 

9 

0 

Chocolate  » •  ♦  » » »  ?  *  * 

- — - 

27 

14 

6 


Housing  Generally 

Since  the  end  of  the  War  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council 
have  had  tenders  approved  for  the  erection  of  524  permanent  houses. 
428  houses  have  been  completed  and  of  these  54  traditional  houses  and 
30  aluminium  houses  were  completed  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  54  traditional  houses  were  under  construction. 

1 4  houses  were  completed  by  private  builders  during  the  year,  making 
total  of  168  completed  since  the  war.  9  private  dwellings  were  under 
construction  at  the  year  end. 


Direct  Services  Pillar  Fountains 

No.  of  Popl'n  No.  of  Popl'n 

Properties  served  served  Properties  served  served 


Detailed  Water  Supply 

Auborn,  Haddington  and  South 
Hykeham 
Bassingham 
Beckingham 
Boothby  Graffoe  ... 

Bracebridge  Heath 

Branston  and  Mere 

Brant  Broughton  &  Stragglethorpe 

Canwick 

Carlton-le-Moorland 

Coleby 

Doddington  and  Whisby 
Dunston 

Eagle  and  Swinethorpe 

Harmston 

Heighington 

Leadenham 

Methenngham 

Navenby  (includes  Skinnand)  ... 
Nocton 

North  Hykeham 
North  Scarle 
Norton  Disney 
Potterhanworth 
Skelhngthorpe 
Stapleford  ... 

Swinderby 

Thorpe-on-the-Hill  (includes 
Morton) 

Thurlby 

Waddington 

Washingborough 

Welbourn 

Wellingore 


148 

491 

23 

79 

118 

409 

16 

55 

49 

170 

28 

87 

41 

138 

— 

— 

418 

1242 

— 

— 

325 

1124 

103 

346 

120 

358 

36 

154 

79 

276 

— 

— 

41 

135 

16 

57 

84 

308 

25 

87 

60 

200 

— 

— 

61 

210 

59 

205 

91 

319 

— 

— 

50 

164 

27 

81 

173 

572 

50 

178 

101 

345 

5 

21 

232 

804 

127 

440 

121 

416 

49 

170 

37 

127 

18 

63 

962 

3218 

— 

— 

41 

143 

— 

— 

19 

67 

10 

35 

52 

177 

23 

78 

493 

1625 

— 

— 

13 

45 

20 

71 

67 

234 

— 

— 

66 

230 

— 

— 

12 

42 

6 

24 

296 

991 

104 

354 

165 

569 

78 

276 

196 

319 

28 

96 

76 

249 

36 

126 
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Samples  taken  from  Public  Supplies  in  1951 

Nature  of  Sample  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Total 

Chemical  .........  —  —  — 

Bacteriological  ......  29  6  35 

All  the  samples  taken  at  Methenngham  from  the  source  of  supply 
for  the  Regional  Scheme  were  satisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  samples 
were  from  the  Potterhanworth  Village  supply  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
others  have  been  satisfactory. 


Scavenging 

Refuse  is  collected  in  all  our  Parishes.  21  Parishes  are  by  contract 
and  the  remaining  1 1  by  direct  labour. 


Sewerage  Schemes 

The  scheme  for  North  Hykeham  and  Waddmgton  proceeded  satis¬ 
factorily.  Many  of  the  sewers  have  been  laid  and  part  of  the  sewage 
works  constructed. 

During  the  year,  an  informal  enquiry  into  the  scheme  for  Branston, 
Heighington  and  Washingbo rough  was  held  by  a  Government  Inspector, 
but  at  the  end  of  the  year  no  authority  had  been  received  for  proceeding 
with  the  scheme. 

No  further  advance  was  made  with  the  scheme  for  Metheringham. 


Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act,  1936 

27  Preliminary  Notices  have  been  served  during  the  year,  1 5 
Statutory  Notices  have  been  served  and  9  have  been  complied  with  by 
the  Owners. 

The  Council  have  carried  out  repairs  to  one  cottage,  and  provided 
one  dustbin  in  default  of  the  owners  to  the  amounts  of  £3  6s.  6d.  and 
15s.  Od.  respectively. 

3,347  inspections  have  been  made  in  the  District  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis  (New  Cases  in  1951) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Totals  .  20  17 

2 

2 

Deaths  •••  •  •  •  •  •  •  3  3 

2 

1 
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DISEASES 

TOTAL 

CASES 

NOTIFIED 

CASES 

ADMITTED 

TO  HOSPITAL 

TOTAL 

DEATHS 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

2 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

3 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (Paratyphoid) 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

15 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis 

7 

(4  Paralytic) 

5 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

190 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

— 

— 

Dysentery  (Sonne)  ... 

7 

— 

— 

Malaria  (r)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

1 .  — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 

Number  on  Register,  75  ;  Number  of  Inspections,  10 

2.  — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found — 

Found,  1 ,  Remedied,  1  ;  Referred  by  H.  M.  Inspector,  2. 


GENERAL  REMARKS 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Despite  the  extra-ordinary  freedom  in  our  district  from  Diphtheria 
1  am  most  anxious  to  stress  the  need  for  continuance  of  Immunisation 
with  the  same  fervour  as  we  showed  in  the  years  1941  onwards. 

There  is  evidence  that  apathy  is  beginning  to  enter  this  field  possibly 
because  of  the  still  entrenched  idea  that  poliomyelitis  may  be  the  possible 
sequel  to  recent  inoculation.  In  this  regard  the  almost  infinitesimal 
risk  that  may  be  encountered  should  be  weighed  against  the  great  positive 
gam  assured  by  inoculation. 

Once  before  in  history  Diphtheria  became  a  back-number  only  to 
recur  with  virulence  later.  Let  us  hope  that  this  does  not  happen  again 
through  public  apathy  towards  Immunisation, 
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Progress  in  Public  Health 

Figures  published  in  December  1951 ,  by  the  London  County  Council, 
gave  a  picture  which  could  be  applied  in  general  to  the  whole  country. 
For  example,  scarlet  fever  caused  329  deaths  in  1900  and  4  in  1950. 
diphtheria  1593  and  four  ;  typhoid  767  and  three  ;  measles  1946  and  four  ; 
whooping  cough  1957  and  thirty,  and  so  on. 

This  decline  is  not  wholly  accounted  for  by  improved  standards  of 
hygiene  and  treatment.  The  virulence  of  the  infection  may  increase 
again,  but  we  now  have  at  our  disposal  therapeutic  measures  recently 
discovered  which  would  effectively  prevent  a  return  to  the  mortalities 
of  former  years. 

Measles 

We  had  a  moderate  epidemic  of  this  treacherous  disease,  but  again 
thanks  to  the  medical  armamentarium  at  our  disposal  we  had  not  a  single 
death,  nor  a  marked  number  of  residual  complaints  such  as  bronchitis 
and  otitis  media. 

Poliomyelitis 

Though  we  had  sporadic  cases  of  this  dread  disease  (total  7)  there 
were  fortunately  no  deaths  and  the  end  results  in  most  of  the  cases  were 
good.  It  must  be  stressed  that  in  all  definite  or  suspected  cases 
absolutely  rigid  confinement  to  bed  must  be  insisted  upon  so  as  to  give 
maximum  chances  of  recovery.  This  is  almost  absolute  in  two  out  of 
three  cases.  Only  5  or  6%  of  cases  are  likely  to  die.  Though  the  former 
great  pestilences,  plague,  cholera  and  malaria  have  disappeared  from  this 
country  new  ones  may  take  their  place  of  which  the  recent  epidemics 
of  poliomyelitis  may  be  the  fore-runner.  Vigilance,  eternal  vigilance, 
is  therefore  in  this  case  also  the  price  of  liberty. 

In  this  respect,  it  is  rather  distressing  that  the  emergence  of  the 
National  Health  Scheme  has  tended  to  divorce  the  Public  Health  Service 
from  that  of  general  and  administrative  medicine  instead  of  integrating 
them  as  many  of  us  hoped.  To  get  the  best  results  there  must  ultimately 
be  much  more  real  integration  for  the  general  weal. 

The  present  trend  could  lead  to  a  definite  deterioration  in  numbers 
and  types  of  doctors  who  would  be  willing  to  enter  the  Public  Health 
Service. 

Cancer 

Of  recent  years  there  has  been  a  definite  upward  trend  in  cases  of 
this  disease.  It  might  be  that  this  is  due  to  more  precise  diagnosis,  but 
other  factors  than  this  probably  enter  in.  Cancer  of  the  lung  is  certainly  on 
the  increase,  and  some  acute  observers  are  convinced  that  smoking  to  any 
but  a  very  mild  degree  is  of  definite  significance  in  this  connexion.  What 
a  prospect  for  the  future  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  a  goodly  number 
of  people  act  upon  this  idea  and  very  markedly  restrict  their 
consumption  of  the  favourite  weed. 
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Housing 

We  go  from  strength  to  strength  in  this,  probably  the  most  important 
single  factor  in  community  life  and.  happiness.  The  total  number  of 
inhabited  houses  in  the  district  is  now  nearly  seven  thousand  and  of 
these  almost  1  in  7  is  a  Council  house.  In  this  respect  we  have  been 
consistently  progressive  and  our  pride  in  achievement  is  naturally  great. 
Our  very  success  must  make  us  think,  and  think  hard.  For  every  council 
house  is  subsidised  and  many  who  live  in  a  very  sub-standard  house  are 
paying  for  their  neighbours  neat,  modern  and  comely  house,  and  the  cost 
of  subsidy  is  becoming  very  great.  Moreover,  the  private  house-owner 
notes  with  regret  and  annoyance  that  he  is  precluded  from  increasing 
rents  owing  to  rent  restriction  whilst  the  Council  can  increase  rents  in 
case  of  need.  The  cost  of  repairs  being  what  it  is  and  the  rents  in  our 
district,  being  as  they  mostly  were  of  the  minimal  type  in  pre-war  years, 
a  situation  is  arising  when  say  all  or  nearly  all  the  rent  is  needed  to  keep 
property  m  even  very  modest  repair.  So  it  may  well  happen  that  houses 
may  so  deteriorate  owing  to  this  anomaly  that  slums  may  be  made  before 
our  eyes.  Justice  should  be  done  before  it  is  too  late,  justice  to  the  owner 
and  to  the  occupier  and  to  the  district.  We  must  continue  to  utilise  our 
housing  units  to  the  best  extent  possible  by  the  successful  transferring 
of  smaller  households  to  smaller  units  and  vice-versa.  In  view  of  the 
population  trends  we  must  watch  closely  that  we  do  not  get  too  many 
large  houses  for  the  council  of  1980  (say)  to  have  to  deal  with. 

Water 

Now  that  we  have  a  piped  water  supply  of  pure  water  to  every  village, 
we  must  endeavour  to  dot  the  i  s  and  cross  the  t’s  by  seeing  that  everyone 
who  can  possibly  be  served  is  so  served. 

Sewerage 

Despite  the  inevitable  upset  caused  by  the  construction  of  a  new 
sewerage  scheme  the  work  at  North  Hykeham  and  Waddington  proceeds 
satisfactorily.  With  the  advent  of  new  schools  and  other  amenities  there 
will  be,  henceforth  every  inducement  to  stay  “  in  the  country.”  As 
there  is  now  more  and  more  need  for  us  to  produce  the  food  whereon 
our  great  towns  must  subsist,  and  much  of  which  used  to  come  from 
lands  beyohd  tne  seas,  there  seems  every  prospect  for  a  contented  and 
prosperous  agriculture  freed  to  a  good  extent  from  the  fear  of  glut  and 
slump  so  worrying  in  the  past.  To  this  “  content  ”  your  council  has 
done  much  and  must  continue  so  to  do.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
pay  tribute  once  again  to  Mr.  Chadwick  and  his  entourage  for  their 
continued  hard  work  in  this  task  of  building  a  model  rural  district. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SHARRARD. 


✓ 
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APPENDIX  I. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1  Tuberculosis, 

19  Hypertension  with 

respiratory  ...  ...  3 

3 

heart  disease  ...  6 

8 

2  Tuberculosis,  other  ...  2 

1 

20  Other  heart  disease  ...33 

32 

3  Syphilitic  disease  ...  - 

— 

2 1  Other  circulatory  disease  5 

2 

4  Diphtheria  ...  ...  - 

— 

22  Influenza  ...  ...  3 

5 

3  Whooping  cough  ...  - 

— 

22  Pneumonia  ...  ...  1 1 

4 

6  Meningococcal 

24  Bronchitis  ...  ...  7 

5 

infections  ...  ...  - 

— 

25  Other  diseases  of  res- 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis  ...  - 

— 

piratory  system  ...  3 

1 

8  Measles  ...  ...  - 

— 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

9  Other  infective  and 

duodenum  ...  ...  1 

1 

parasitic  diseases  ...  - 

— 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

1 0  Malignant  neoplasm, 

diarrhoea  ...  ...  1 

— 

stomach  ...  ...  7 

2 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  2 

3 

1 1  Malignant  neoplasm, 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  2 

— 

lung,  bronchus  ...  1 

1 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth. 

12  Malignant  neoplasm, 

abortion  ...  ...  - 

— 

breast  ...  ...  - 

3 

3 1  Congenital  malforma- 

1 3  Malignant  neoplasm, 

tions  •••  •••  •  • »  2 

— 

uterus...  .••  ...  - 

— 

32  Other  defined  and  ill- 

14  Other  malignant  and 

defined  diseases  ...12 

15 

lymphatic  neoplasms  1 6 

6 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  7 

1 

13  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  1 

— 

34  All  other  accidents  ...15 

— 

16  Diabetes  ...  ...  - 

1 

35  Suicide...  ...  ...  2 

2 

1 7  Vascular  lesions  of 

36  Homicide  and  opera- 

nervous  system  ...  20  26 

tions  of  war ...  ...  - 

— 

1 8  Coronary  disease, 

— 

angina  ...  ...  20 

9 

All  causes  ...  182 

131 

M. 

F. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

-Total  ...  ...  10 

5 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

9 

5 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

...  ...  ...  1 

0 

Live  Births — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

•  •  • 

255 

•  ••  •••  •••  icmi  S  S 

248 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

. 246 

238 

Illegitimate 

• .  • 

.  9 

10 

Stillbirths — Total 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

0 

•  ••  •••  •  •  •  w 

0 

Population 


•••  ••• 


31,330 


BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  and  ANALYSIS  of  MORTALITY  during  the  year  1951. 
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